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Exhibition Description: 

MASTER’S SHOWCASE

JANUARY 9 – FEBUARY 4, 2024

 

HAC welcomes those artists who won a Best in Show and/or Honorable Mention 

from 2022 and 2023 exhibits;  Exploration of the Human Form, Flora and Fauna 

and Intrepretive Sights: Art in Facts

 

Artist Websites/Social Media Handles:  

Mara Ahmed: IG @mara__ahmed FB Mara Ahmed, Linkedin Mara Ahmed-

MaraAhmedStudio.com, NeelumFilms.com 

 

Stephanie Angelo: @PopArtAngel 

 

Dorothy Chanin

 

Stephanie Folk: @slysartandstuff 

 

Arlene Gernon: FB Arlenes Artwork in Oil  

 

Julianna Kirk: IG @juleskirkglass FB Julianna Kirk, Glass Artist 

 

Jeanette Martone 

 

Marcia Miller: @Marciamiller_art  Marciamillerart.com 

 

Jennifer Salta: @J.salta_ 

 

Joanna Szczurkowska: @jojo_watercolors

Jo Wadler: @jwjewelrystudio 



Mara Ahmed

Bio:

Best known for her non-linear multimedia work, interdisciplinary artist Mara Ahmed produces documentaries, soundscapes, 

and artwork that trespass political borders and challenge colonial logics. Mara was born in Lahore and educated in Belgium, 

Pakistan, and the US. She is presently based on Long Island. Her art practice reflects these displacements and multiplicities. 

Mara has directed and produced three films, including The Muslims I Know (2008), Pakistan One on One (2011), and A Thin Wall 

(2015). Her films have been broadcast on PBS and screened at international film festivals. She is now working on The Injured 

Body, a film about racism in America that focuses exclusively on the voices of women of color. Mara’s artwork has been exhib-

ited at galleries in New York and California. Her installation, The Warp & Weft | Face to Face, based on an archive of stories she 

curated in 2020, was exhibited at Rochester Contemporary Art Center in April 2022 and her experimental short film Le Mot 

Juste [Part One] was selected for an exhibition organized by Chicago’s South Asia Institute in 2021. Mara was recently awarded 

a NYSCA grant for her film and art project, Return to Sender: Women of Color in Colonial Postcards & the Politics of Representa-

tion. The film premiered at Cinema Arts Centre on Oct 1, 2023 and its companion art exhibition was showcased at Huntington 

Historical Society’s History and Decorative Arts Museum, in Huntington, NY, from Sept 17 to Oct 15.
 
Artist Statement:
My art practice is invested in trespassing borders and disrupting political and cultural demarcations. The attempt to tell 

marginalized stories and build community shapes my work across multiple disciplines and narrative formats. The per-

sonal is political in my practice. For example, the experimental short film, Le Mot Juste (2021), which was selected for an 
exhibition by Chicago’s South Asia Institute, is a fusion of autobiography, film, and dance. It homes in on three languages: 
Urdu, French, and English. In the analog and digital collage series, This Heirloom (2012-2014) which has been widely 
exhibited in NY & CA, I recreated my own history by using old black and white photographs sourced from my family 

archive. In conjunction with my NYSCA-funded film, Return to Sender: Women of Color in Colonial Postcards & the Politics 
of Representation (2023), I created three collages that subvert the colonial male gaze in found postcards from the British 
Raj (early 1900s). By removing South Asian women from derelict studios, where they were subject to Orientalist fantasies, 
and reconnecting them to their roots, I hoped to reimagine history. I placed the women in their native cities, packed with 

architectural details and constructed brick by brick with Indian textiles.

Sumayia in Dhaka
Digital Collage, Indian Fabric, Giclée 

Fine Art Print

21” x 17”, $250

Urvashi in Bhubaneswar
Digital Collage, Indian Fabric, Giclée 

Fine Art Print

21” x 17”, $250

Fatimah in Lucknow         
Digital Collage, Indian Fabric, Giclée 

Fine Art Print

21” x 17”, $250



Crest
Reverse Glass Painting with 
Acrylic 
11” x 9.5”
$300

Stephanie Angelo

Bio:
Stephanie Angelo is a visual artist born on Long Island, New York, and raised in Connecticut. History 
and contemporary events are two main themes that infiltrate her work.  Traditional motifs are used in 
conjunction with the bright flat colors and the bold lines of the pop artists, combining older styles and 
forms of art with one that is distinctly modern. 

She graduated from Villanova University with a degree in Art History in 2002 and has also studied the 
arts at the University of Siena, Italy, University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands, and the School of the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, Massachusetts. Currently, she lives and works both as an artist and art 

restorer in New York.

Artist Statement:

This series of paintings is inspired by my origin story. It incorporates themes of ancestry, heritage 
and cultural art.  The traditional motifs of Polish Wycinanki (paper cutting) are transformed by 
paint through the bold lines and colors of the pop artist, combining older styles and forms of art 
with one that is distinctly modern and entirely my own.

Bloom
Reverse Glass Painting with 
Acrylic 
10” x 10”
$300

Taking Root
Reverse Glass Painting 
with Acrylic 
29.5” x 24”
$850



Dorothy Chanin

Bio:

I am retired from a career as a Technical Assistant in the Natural Science Department at 
Suffolk County Community College. Since retirement I have become an enthusiastic ar-
mature photographer concentrating on wildlife photography. Often walking in local parks 
with my camera always at the ready.

Artist Statement:

When I viewed my flower images on my computer, I was amazed to see some interesting 
insects on the buds. This one is a colorful moth, Ailanthus webworm. It looks like a bug or 
beetle; in flight it looks like a wasp.

Ailanthus Webworm
Photograph
11” x 14”
NFS

Northern Flicker
Photograph
21” x 17” 
NFS



Admiration
Mixed Media, 19” x 24”
$500

Stephanie Folk

Bio:
Stephanie Folk received her BFA from Syracuse University and her MS in art administration 
from Drexel University, graduating with honors. She has exhibited in shows throughout the east 
coast, and has commissioned work hanging in restaurants and private homes.
 Stephanie spent many years working in the NYC gallery industry as a Director and working 
her way to Proprietor. In 2008 Stephanie made a career change to focus solely on creating and 
educating. Since then, she has taught all levels of art in various mediums focusing on portfolio 
development. Stephanie currently works at North Shore Hebrew Academy HS as the AP (Ad-
vanced Placement) and Studio Arts teacher as well as the instructor for ALLI’s Pre-College Port-
folio Development summer program. Prior to her position at North Shore, she was an adjunct 
professor at the University of Tampa in the College of Arts and Design. Stephanie is active in 
the Huntington art community and organizes monthly figure drawing nights and offers private 
lessons to students creating a college art portfolio which includes support for their personal 
statements and making a digital portfolio. You can find her work hanging in Huntington as well 
as other creative spaces on Long Island and in Brooklyn. 

 
Artist Statement:
My art is an exploration of the profound relationship between color, emotion, and the power of 
visual storytelling—a journey that transcends the boundaries of the canvas and resonates within 
the hearts of those who engage with it. Color is not merely a visual element in my work; it is the 
language through which I articulate the nuances of human experience. In this series, I have in-
troduced a unique element to amplify the emotional resonance of each piece—an animal 
companion. These creatures, whether symbolic or literal, serve as conduits for emotional 
expression. I invite my audience to look closely at each completed piece and feel the 
story being displayed

Confidence
Mixed Media, 19” x 24”
$500

Loyalty
Mixed Media, 19” x 24”
$500



Tomatoes on the Vine
Oil on stretched canvas
24” x 30”  $200

Arlene Gernon

Bio:
I am a retired nurse.  Though work and children took up much of my days I found time to paint 
following in my mothers footsteps.

Artist Statement:
I look for drama in the every day sights with emphasis on bright light and darkness

Wild Berries
Oil on stretched canvas, 
9” x 12” 
$150

Daisy Disco
Oil on stretched canvas 
10” x 20” 
$150



Julianna Kirk

Bio:
Studied graphic design and have a  BS in Visual Communications. in the late 90’s I was a 
production artist for an advertising agency. I have been an art educator for 23 years.

Artist Statement:
I play with the human form often distorting the figure with the background. The figures 
are incorporated into watercolor mono-prints. I play with both the aesthetic form of the 
figure and the patterns from the watercolor, letting go of control, and letting the energy 
from the background movements take hold of the figures. The result is a dismantled form 
that becomes one with the background. I am open to chance letting elements fragment 
the form. In this way the figures are forming links with the environment around them. 
There is an emerging theme for me with these pieces, a commentary on our connection 
the world around us. We have a shared invisible connection with the universe, and these 
pieces are an attempt to make the invisible becomes visible. This invisible connection 
exists in many ways: Light and dark, life and death, the paternal connection or disconnec-
tion. The ever-changing push and pull of the chaos around us.

Indra Can’t Save Us
Mixed Media
12” x 12”
$375

One People, One Planet
Fused Glass
12” x 12”
$375

The Corporate Connection: 
Distorting Science For Profit
Mixed Media
12” x 12”
$375



Hanging Out
Pencil and Ink on Paper 
22 ” x 16”
$600

Jeanette Martone

Bio:
Jeanette Martone is a New York based artist who specializes in realism focusing on all 
forms of life.  She is a graduate of SUNY Purchase and has been drawing since she could 
hold a pencil. She has exhibited her work throughout the country and abroad and has 
had her work published in art and Interary magazines. Jeanette shares her love of art and 
animals through volunteer programs.

Artist Statement:
As I depict my subjects, they are captured in a moment of time, revealing their inner grace   
and the beauty that can be found in the infinite details of their environment. The simplic-
ity and purity of pencil and paper lend an immediacy and intimacy to the work, creating 
an interconnectedness between subject and viewer.

Sniff
Pencil and Ink on Paper 
19” x 14”
$600

The Jeep
Pencil and Ink on Paper, 
17” x 23”
$600



Marcia Miller

Bio:
Marcia Nagel Miller is an abstract painter.  Born and raised in Brooklyn, NY.  Her first classes were 
art the Brooklyn Museum.  She received a B.F.A. in painting from C.W. Post College and spent a 
year abroad at the Tyler School of Art, Temple University, Rome, Italy.  She attended Hunter Col-
lege and earned an M.F.A. in painting.  She continued her practice in NYC.  Marcia Nagel Miller 
currently lives and works on Long Island, where she continues her painting practice.

Artist Statement:
I have been an abstract painter for more than 40 years.  Color, form and intuition have been the 
driving forces behind my inspiration.  Both the internal as well as the observation of the environ-
ment influence the outcome of my work. The freedom to see what comes forth has always been a 
surprise and joy in my practice. This allows me to trust the process.
The cycle of birth, life, death have been current themes in recent work.
The current paintings on paper and canvas  are inspired by rain. The complex and beautiful pro-
cess of rain which is a constant birth, life, death cycle both in nature as well as symbolically and 
metaphorically.

Dream Rain I
Acrylic on Canvas
3’ x 7’ 
$600

Dream Rain II
Acrylic on Canvas
3’ x 7’
$600



Jennifer Salta

Bio:
Jennifer is a jeweler and artist who lives on the edge of Huntington Village with her fami-
ly. Here she spends her days working in precious metal and her nights playing with paint 
and ink. Her work across all mediums is woven together with threads of whimsy that sit 
somewhere between old memories and daydreams. 

This Can Exist Here
Druzy quartz, brass, bronze, 
moonstone, amythist, Ruby, 
peridot,
 9” x 9” Round Shadow Box
$600

The place I go behind my eye
Druzy quartz, rock crystal, iolite,sun-
stone,garnet, carnelian,rose quartz-
,pewter, brass, clay, glass
6” x 6” 3D Work
$500

Artist Satement:
These three pieces are part of an on going series called. Specimens from my daydreams. 
In this body of work I am combining my skills as a jeweler and my love for visual arts. I 
am neuroatypical meaning my brain works in an unusual and special way. Where I lack in 
some areas my brain over compensates in others. I think in images and my thoughts are 
frantic and colorful. My art since childhood has always been my way of being seen. 



Joanna Szczurkowska

My Peony Garden
Watercolor
14” x 20”
$800

Artist Statement:
Using watercolors, I express my love for the natural world and botanical art. I try to capture the 
moment when the light shines and exposes the magnificent beauty and magic of a flower. Light 
and shadow can change our perception of colors, and these changes can be big and bold but 
more often they are very subtle and easy to overlook. I try to capture even the most subtle vari-
ations in color and value. In my artwork, I rely heavily on the color magenta which represents 
universal harmony and balance. I use many layers to achieve richness of colors and the flower is 
usually set against a dark background with delicate bokeh effects that look like little light reflec-
tions playfully flickering around the petals. With great attention to details I try to bring my illus-
trations to life.

Bio:
Joanna Szczurkowska is a self-taught watercolors artist born in Poland. Throughout her life, Joan-
na has always been fascinated by colors and how they are affected by light and shadow. In her 
work magenta dominates as she can’t resist painting flowers in this beautiful color



Monarchs Paradise
Enamel on copper & Sterling 
Silver, 16 ” x 3” 
$325

Jo Wadler

Bio:
Jo Wadler is a metalsmith, jewelry designer, enamelist, fiber artists and knitwear designer who fabricates 
work for the individual, the eclectic, person who actively engages the world and thrives on exploration. 

She strives to empower the individual with her keen eye for the unexpected and unique creations. Her 

jewelry and designs are made to compliment an authentic life. Jo handcrafts her pieces using traditional 

and modern processes in her Huntington, centerport studio in New York.

Artist Statement:
I’m an artist who’s passion for creating comes from the appreciation of nature and the creatures 
that live in it. I try to express and recreate their beauty through multiple mediums. 

If I were a Butterfly
Enamel on copper & Sterling 
Silver, 2 1/2” x 3 ” 
$185

Bowl Necklace
Enamel on copper, leather, 
and brass, 2 1/2” x 3 1/2” 
$150


