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JOURNEY Arts in Education Program 
was established in 1985 by Chairperson 
Sandy Chapin, local area educators and in 
partnership with district administrators. 
JOURNEY integrates cultural arts into 
classroom curriculum encouraging 
an individualized experience and 
appreciation of cultural diversity through 
the arts.

HIGH ARTS SHOWCASE XVII, 
Visual Arts Exhibition is the 
Huntington Arts Council’s annual student 
exhibit featuring the artwork of 11th and 
12th grade students from the JOURNEY 
Program’s partner schools.             

Partner school districts for 2020-2021: 
Cold Spring Harbor CSD
Commack UFSD
Harborfields CSD 
Huntington UFSD
Kings Park CSD
Northport – East Northport UFSD
Plainview – Old Bethpage CSD 
South Huntington UFSD
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Cold spring harbor Jr/
Sr High School
Sophia Ketterer
Grade 12
The Eye

Photograph

20” x 16”

$15

Snapshots of life, moments frozen in time, and memories 
captured forever. These are all things a photograph 
represents. This image was taken in The London Eye. I 
titled it “The Eye” because of the double entendre the title 
represents. I took the photograph in The Eye and the human 
eye saw that same image from The Eye that the camera 
captured. The human does the same things a photograph 
does: sees and focuses on an image. Our eyes witness life 
in image and cameras capture those images forever. I edited 
this photo by brightening some areas and darkening others 
to create contrast within it. The boats passing in the water 
and Big Ben represent the passage of time, symbolizing 
the fact that a photograph is a moment unaffected by the 
passage of time.  
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Cold Spring Harbor 
Jr/Sr High School
Isabella Vallone
Grade 12

Egg

Oil

16” x 16”

NFS

Over the past 2 years, eggs have become my artistic label; 
from cartoon stickers, little sketches, collages, and now oil 
paintings. I wanted to mature my simplistic sketches and 
created a sophisticated painting, unlike my usual cartoons. 
I started with a blue underpainting, which was built up 
with realistic oil paint colors. The egg is simplistic, and a 
universal comfort food and perhaps a symbol of universal 
connection.
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Cold Spring Harbor Jr/
Sr High School
Isabelle DeSimone
Grade 12

In Her Thoughts

Watercolor

14” x 11”

NFS

What’s special about this piece is the meaning behind 
it. The facial expression and the details within are what 
can make you elaborate on your thoughts as you deeply 
contemplate what she is thinking. Eyes closed with face in 
hand we have yet to know what this girl could be feeling. 
That’s the imagination within the piece, how you can make 
her feel how you wish to. Is she sad or devastated? Is she 
filled with joy? That’s your choice to decide. Take a deep 
step into her thoughts and create an imagination within. This 
piece is special because it turns this girl into someone even 
more important than just a girl on a canvas, but she takes 
your thoughts and becomes a version of you. You control her 
thoughts with a simple stare and take it to the next level. 
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Cold Spring Harbor 
Jr/Sr High School
Hannah Gumersell
Grade 12

The Damage

Digital

12” x 24”

NFS

My goal when making this piece was to bring awareness 
to gun violence. This topic is important to me because my 
family has been affected by gun violence. In this piece, I 
wanted to make the gun a silhouette so your focus is pulled 
straight to the blood with the names. I wanted this piece to 
be hard to look at. I really wanted to capture the damage 
that is caused by gun violence. It not only affects the person 
being harmed but everyone who cares for that person. The 
names represent people who could be affected by gun 
violence. I wanted to make my piece look gory and bloody 
because that is the reality of it. I did not want to gloss over 
the pain it causes. 
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Cold Spring Harbor 
Jr/Sr High School
Emma Solis
Grade 12

Goodbye, Great Barrington

Digital

2224 x 1668 pixels

NFS

For my whole life I’ve gone to visit my grandpa up in Great 
Barrington, MA during the summer. It has always been my 
favorite part of the summer time; getting to spend time with 
my grandpa and other family, swimming in the pool, and going 
on walks! Great Barrington is like a second home to me so 
it is always bittersweet when it’s time to go home. On my last 
trip from GB back home I took a picture. It was a bit of a musty 
day, some drizzling, my favorite kind of weather. So, I decided 
to make a digital painting from the photo. When I see it, I think 
about how much fun I have up in GB, but also that I love my 
home too. 
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Cold Spring Harbor 
Jr/Sr High School
Anna Spehr
Grade 12

Sunrise Satisfaction

Acrylic

14” x 11”

NFS

The summertime in Cold Spring Harbor is when the town 
really comes alive, especially on the water and especially 
at sunrise. This piece was created based off of a photograph 
that I took one morning at sunrise jumping from the 
harbor’s local lighthouse, called “The Can.” The paintings I 
most enjoy designing are ones that represent a personal 
experience that had happiness and a sense of adventure. 
The amazingly vibrant colors that are visible during the early 
hours of the morning in the harbor are one of the many 
things this small town has to show for how beautiful and 
raw nature is. The sunsets and sunrises of this small town 
contribute to my appreciation of the beauty of nature that I 
am so lucky to have had around me throughout my life. 
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Cold Spring Harbor 
Jr/Sr High School
Roman Taglieri
Grade 12

Burn

Photograph

16” x 20”

$6.66

My piece “Burn” represents a deep social anxiety and the 
attempt to cover it up. The subject is placed center frame 
giving an exaggerated and faked laugh. This is juxtaposed 
with the flames that surround and encase him. Even though 
he is being scorched and burnt he won't let anyone know.
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Commack High School
Lexi Baboukis
Grade 12

Blossoming Hope

Oil on Canvas

12” x 36”

NFS

This  piece  represents hope and positivity during the 
pandemic. When things aren’t going the way you want 
them to, it’s easy to get lost in negativity and to dwell 
on past events.  All the flowers that are blossoming out of 
me represent different and positive things. For example 
sunflowers are big, bright and cheerful, zinnias remind 
you to never forget lost friends, and a pink rose represents 
gratitude. I painted the background grey because it was a 
neutral color and I didn’t want the background to distract 
from the flowers.
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Commack High 
School
Samantha Drouin
Grade 12

Conceptual Portrait 1

Digital Photograph

20” x 16”

$175

Honorable Mention

My inspiration for this picture came from nothing at all. 
There was no surge of inspiration or perfect set up. I was 
experimenting one day with shadow and light. I was trying 
to find a way to blur a photo but make it pop at the same 
time. I went over to my window because I realized that my 
window shade had a foggy color. After playing around a 
little bit, I just took a photo to test out the lighting and 
it happened to come out in a good shadow. With my 
photography I always have some sort of idea, but for  this 
one I just stopped thinking too much and just took a 
picture. What I've learned from this picture is that just 
because something isn't planned and perfect doesnt mean 
its beauty is any less. Sometimes the greatest things in life 
aren't planned and they just happen. That's what this picture 
reminds me of. 
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Commack High 
School
Erica Fajfer
Grade 11

Elephant’s Head

Infrared Photography 

20” x 16”

NFS

This photo was taken at the Ausable Chasm in Keeseville, 
New York. The photo is of one of their most popular 
tourist attractions, "The Elephant’s Head". Through Adobe 
Photoshop, I was able to add the effect of using an infrared 
camera. Infrared photography allows for the eye to see 
something that is not visible in everyday life. I love the way 
infrared lighting highlights and darkens different parts of the 
photo and allows me to see nature in a different way. 
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Commack High 
School
Olivia Licameli
Grade 12

Uneven

Mixed Media on Canvas 

12” x 36”

NFS

My intent for this piece was to express the tension within 
me that creates my anxiety. These two sides are my 
normal, healthy self and the anxious, overthinking part of 
me. I personified them in this piece to show the cause of 
my struggle. One portrait is realistic to show the rational, 
real-world side that tries to connect to and comfort the 
distraught side of me. The other portrait contains barely 
any realism and mostly line work to show how this side of 
me isn’t always well put together and hasn’t found peace 
yet. The linework travels to a realistic portrait and starts 
to consume her as a symbol of how my anxiety can take 
over my life and mind. I created this piece after having a 
conversation with my therapist about the deep roots of 
anxiety, and I made this piece as a visual interpretation of 
that.
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Commack High 
School
Amelia Pappas
Grade 11

Through A Child's Eyes

Colored Pencil

20” x 16”

NFS

I was inspired to create this piece to show the difference 
of how kids see the world compared to adults. Before 
a child grows up, they have innocence and a huge 
imagination filled with creativity. Children see the 
world in a saturated and colorful way. But as children 
get older, they are exposed to reality and it is harder 
to think creatively because of the negativity and loss 
of innocence weighing them down. The juxtaposition  
between the black and white drawing of my older self  
and the colorful eye of my younger self demonstrates 
the concept of how differently we see the world overtime.   
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Commack High 
School
Ashley Rose 
Grade 11

Finally Together

Digital

16” x 20”

$50

The piece “Finally Together” is based on when my sister 
and her godmother met after not seeing each other for 
years. During this time, both me and my sister were having 
a difficult time due to Covid. She wanted to be able to 
see her friends and she was going to be moving into her 
college dorm in two weeks. The reason it was difficult for 
me was that I was having bad anxiety during quarantine 
and the entire summer. So, for both of us we needed to be 
able to laugh and have fun. My sister’s godmother is more 
easygoing and would always make you laugh till you started 
crying from laughing so much. I wanted to create this piece 
because my sister was smiling and she was so happy. I 
wanted her to remember it forever and to always know 
that someone will be there for her during the most difficult 
times.  
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Commack High 
School
Maximillian Treiber
Grade 11

Abstract 1 

Digital Photograph

14” x 11”

$175

The three images shown are three separate pieces of 
work, but they all share the same concept. These images 
show food coloring being pushed around by a reaction to 
dish soap. In elementary school, there is a project we all 
participate in called the “Color Changing Milk Experiment.” 
It showed how food coloring reacts when you drench a 
cotton ball in dish soap. When you drop the cotton ball in 
the middle, the food coloring expands continuously creating 
rays of color that look like they’re being extracted from the 
cotton ball. That’s exactly how I approached this assignment. 
I took a cotton ball but I didn’t drop it in the middle. I simply 
and very carefully got close enough to the cotton ball where 
it moved around the coloring. This assignment reminded me 
how much I loved to experiment as a little kid.
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Harborfields High 
School
Marina Bak
Grade 11

Bird

Colored Pencil

12” x 8”

NFS

My artwork examines nature's subtleties during autumn, I 
drew this bird using colored pencils. I used colored pencils 
because they allow you to make precise details. I took 
inspiration from the autumn colors around me. My artwork 
expresses the beauty in nature. 
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Harborfields High 
School
Anthony Colley
Grade 12

Isiah

Photograph

20” x 16”

$100

 Best in Show

I am a student at Harborfields High School and I specialize 
in photography and manipulation of photos. My interest in 
photography bloomed in me as young as 10 years old. This 
brought me to study blossoming photographers and what 
makes them special, at 14 years old.

My pieces tend to be conceptual from a simple floating 
image to a paint splattered face. Most of my pieces are full 
of color and vibrancy, even those with darker subject matter. 
I’m inspired from techniques I see in other artworks and 
music. This leads me to create strong pieces conceptually 
and that are also visually striking. Through my photographic 
use of light and shadow, I hope to convey not only what is 
beautiful but something even more meaningful.  
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Harborfields High 
School
Makayla French
Grade 12

Lovers Dawn

Chalk Pastel 

20” x 16”

NFS

The night and day are lovers, but the earth stands between 
them. Now each early dawn, they catch a glimpse of the 
other. The night bids a sweet farewell; as the day begins 
rising through the hazy dawn, sprawling her bright sun 
beams over the earth, shining in all her glory, but longing for 
the fleeting moments with her lover.
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Harborfields  High 
School
Emily Noden
Grade 12

Dying in A Hot Tub

Photograph

10” x 24”

$75

This piece is inspired by the song “Dying in a Hot Tub” by 
Palaye Royale. The song is about the isolation one feels when 
they are addicted to drugs as they are often left by friends 
and family. This led me to create an underwater scene as a 
reference to the song title where I was slowly sinking to the 
bottom of the water and into the darkness all alone. Drugs 
have become romanticized as a result of Hollywood and 
social media, and the main goal of this piece is to remind 
people that drugs will sink you to rock bottom.
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Harborfields High 
School
Grace Pastorelli
Grade 12

90s

Photograph

10”x 8”

NFS

This piece was photographed to capture the fashion of a 
teenage girl in the 1990s. Magazine/editorial fashion as 
shown in this picture included platform shoes, chokers, 
low waisted pants, mixed colors and grunge. Music heavily 
inspired girls’ clothing during this time, most being feminist 
rock bands and so did skateboarding, introducing street 
style. The photograph shows how a girl expresses herself 
through her clothing style and how she wants the world to 
see her.
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Harborfields High 
School
Kyra Saunders
Grade 11

Untitled

Digital

17” x 11”

$100

The goal of this piece was to portray a story using plant 
imagery and symbolism. Raspberries can represent passion, 
kindness, or matters of the heart. In this piece, I drew the 
heart very large and replaced the circulatory system with 
a raspberry bush to show that the figure is in a state of 
emotional tenderness and yearning for love.
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Harborfields High 
School
Lily Wang
Grade 11

Skull and Flower 

Arrangement No. 1

Charcoal

12” x 12”

NFS

This still-life piece was drawn with charcoal which is one of 
my favorite mediums to work with in art. The placement of 
the skull, rose, books, and candle was purposefully done in 
order to give off a sort of gothic, yet dignified mood. Also, 
the coloring and shading of this composition was somewhat 
difficult to do in some places, such as the eyes of the skull, 
the folds in the background fabric and the petals of the rose 
where the shadows are the darkest. 
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Huntington High 
School
Tyler Basil
Grade 11

Floral Delight

Vector Illustration

30” x 20”

$100

Floral Delight is an exploration of the contrast between 
nature and man-made/digital design. I illustrated this 
concept by juxtaposing organic shapes filled with a 
monochromatic color scheme and contrasted them with a 
rigid geometric low poly structure. To add visual interest, I 
chose a vibrant fuchsia for the background coupled with a 
grunge paper texture overlay. The viewer can enjoy the work 
based on aesthetics or draw their own conclusion as to the 
intellectual purpose of the piece. 
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Huntington High 
School
Ava Brosnan
Grade 12

Untitled

Photograph

20” x 16”

$50 (unframed)

My focus in photography is to create a safe space for teenage 
girls. Girls are often underestimated by society and I want to 
capture their spirit in my work. My subjects are valued in each 
set I create. My main goal with each shoot is not only to get the 
best image but to make young women feel confident in front of 
the lens.
I created this dreamy set with orange lighting for a peaceful 
and warm feeling. I was aiming for nostalgia, which my model 
perfects with her eyes melting into the camera. With her head 
in the clouds and her eyes bright, I knew that these pictures 
would be just what I’d imagined. This shoot confirmed to me 
the importance of relationships and building trust. My friend, 
who I had only met a few hours before this, fostered an honest 
and collaborative space. The connection we formed lit a passion 
in me and inspired me to produce more sets and relationships 
like this one. I hope to always have this relationship with my 
collaborators and create spaces for them to feel confident and 
proud.
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Huntington High 
School
Lauren Gooding
Grade 12

The Son of Man 

Video

2:20

NFS

Honorable Mention

For as long as I can remember, I’ve had a passion for 
storytelling. As a kid, I explored this interest by making 
silly music videos and movies on my iPad with my friends 
or my sister. Now that I’m older, I’ve been able to learn real 
filmmaking techniques through the creative video program 
at my school. With the help of my teacher and classmates, 
I’ve been able to create countless projects that have helped 
me master these skills and prepared me to continue my 
work beyond the high school classroom and into college. 
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Huntington High 
School
Ella Siepel
Grade 12

Waves

Ceramics

20” x 16”

$250

In the process of making this piece, I was inspired by ancient 
Roman mosaics that use intricate patterns of tiles and 
symmetry to depict people or objects. I wanted to present 
a fresh take on ancient designs and muted colors, and I 
chose to do so in the form of an ocean-inspired piece meant 
to invoke feelings of peace and solitude. I used glaze and 
glass mosaics in order to create a diverse color scheme, and 
included many bright tiles meant to reflect light. This piece 
combines natural and geometric shapes to emphasize the 
cyclical nature of water and the diversity found within the 
natural world.
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Huntington High 
School
Gabrielle Trimboli
Grade 12

70s Blue Diamond

Fabric

27.5" (shoulder to hem)

NFS

It has taken a lot of time to develop my style and design choices. 

I’ve always been drawn to older music and fashion, especially of 

the 1960s and 70s, and I try to bring that style back through my 

work. Upon discovering this style for myself and wearing clothes 

either inspired by these years or vintage clothing, I realized that 

this style made me feel more like myself than anything I had 

worn before. I find it to be a challenging yet very rewarding task 

to bring these past fashions back to life, as well as putting a 

modern twist on them. With every design, it has been important 

to balance the fabric, the pattern, silhouette, and details so that it 

presents itself as clothing from the era I’m looking for without it 

being an overdone caricature. 

I made this piece from a vintage pattern from 1973. One of the 

most difficult parts of making this dress was finding a fabric that 

would do the pattern justice. The fabric I wound up with is an 

outdoor furniture upholstery fabric, and while I was wary of this 

at first, it resulted in having a beautiful structure and held up 

perfectly. The white cuffs and large lapels tie the piece together, 

and the miniskirt gives it a youthful, modern spin. 
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Huntington High 
School
Grace Wildermuth
Grade 12

Untitled

Mixed Media

14” x 11”

NFS

My art explores the connection between music and visual art. In 
my art, I layered abstract backgrounds and shapes with a realistic 
figure in order to depict the relationship between a musician 
and the sound she creates. I also experimented with monotype 
prints in order to create an organic, rhythmic background. The 
repetition in the drawn circles and the paper-cut circles connects 
to repetitive sounds and beats in music. The figure is placed 
between the abstract shapes to create the impression that the 
player is surrounded by and absorbed in the music she creates. 
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Kings Park High 
School
Alexandra Alongi
Grade 12

Sisters of Strength

Ink

24” x 20”

NFS

This piece was inspired by the waves of emotions we go 
through in life. My artwork portrays how there is no such 
thing as a sad nor happy life, but rather a journey of events 
and experiences that make us the strong people we are. If 
you were asked to choose which girl looks stronger, chances 
may be that you’d say the on the left. My goal is to break 
this stereotypical barrier. Being confident and determined 
does make you a strong person but feeling low and insecure 
does not make you any weaker. The two subjects are sisters 
to present their equality in strength and most importantly, 
their unity. Together, they are strong.
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Kings Park High 
School
Megan Bossert
Grade 11

Toby

Inkwash on Paper

18” x 12”

$100

I combined the female figure with my dog, Toby.  The figure is 
a classmate that modeled for me while engrossed with her 
drawing assignment. I decided to add my dog sitting by her 
side in a basket.  I adopted Toby from a shelter last spring. He’s 
already so big. The photo I used for reference was when he 
was 6 months old. This was my first time working with inks. The 
hardest part was using extreme darks and not just greys.
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Kings Park High 
School
Kendall Eggert
Grade 12

Primary Tribal

Clay 

9” x 12”

NFS

Honorable Mention

For my artwork, I was inspired by Kimmy Cantrell clay 
masks. I loved the idea of working with clay and creating 
an asymmetrical face as he did. Cantrell made many holes 
and shapes, 3D and flat, within his pieces and I wanted to 
convey that in mine as well. In many of Cantrell's pieces, 
there are eyes that are facing the same way, I wanted to 
do something a little different. I chose to make one eye 
horizontal and one vertical. When selecting my colors, 
I decided to go with a mix of warm and cool colors. When 
creating this piece, I felt free to do whatever I wanted which 
is nice because you tend to put all your heart into abstract 
pieces.
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Kings Park High 
School
Brianna Hecht
Grade 12

Foreshortened Girl

Acrylic

16” x 12”

$100

Using acrylic paint on masonite, I created this piece by 
utilizing vibrant, saturated colors to replicate the feeling 
in 90’s catalog magazines. In the late 90’s-early 2000’s, 
catalogs incorporated the use of foreshortening during 
photo shoots to give off the perspective of dimension and 
depth. In the past few years, the style has been brought 
back and many new photographers have worked it into their 
styles, which is what this piece displays.
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Kings Park High 
School
Rosalia Rosato
Grade 11

Showgirl

Mixed Media

20.5” x 11.5”

NFS

I wanted to generate a strong female character in my 
artwork and to do this while also leaving her an air of 
mystery. I wanted to generate a strong contrast between 
characters. I used a harsh black against the woman’s’ 
white skin as a way to guide the eye towards her so that 
she remains the focus of the piece despite being in the 
background. In the foreground, I decided on having multiple 
men attempting to grab her attention to reinforce this strong 
careless attitude of the woman. Working with ink and wash, 
I used a loose and messy coloring style for added texture to 
the artwork. I wanted to create a more gritty and textured 
look for this particular piece. 
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Kings Park High 
School
Kevin Shortell
Grade 12

The Royal Fool

Mixed Media

16.5” x 14.75”

NFS

This piece was done with watercolor and colored pencils 
and is 14.5 inches wide and 16.5 inches tall. Watercolor was 
fun to work with because it gave the colors a nice bleeding 
affect, which worked well with the messy and disheveled 
tone I was trying to give this piece The inspiration for this 
piece is the feeling of being treated as only someone's 
accessory and feeling like the only reason you're there is for 
comedic relief. An aspect about this piece that I especially 
like is the accentuation of the eyelids and eye bags to show 
the emotion of exhaustion
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Kings Park High 
School
A. Star
Power in Her Hands

Watercolor

11.5" x 5.5"

NFS

This is a piece inspired by Modigliani. In many of his pieces 
the women sit on a chair or stair off into the distance. Many 
of them seem powerless. In my piece, the women isn’t 
powerless she holds her power in her hands.

37



Northport High 
School
Justine Abarca
Grade 11

Hands Reaching Out

Mixed Media

26”x 36”

NFS

This piece is about monochrome hands reaching out to 
their first experience of color. This piece began as a way to 
practice techniques then became a piece that I ended up 
loving. It illustrates how people who don’t have access or 
the means to create art still strive towards it just as much 
as people who do. That they have the creativity to come up 
with ways to make up for what they don’t have, inspires me.
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Northport High 
School
Olivia DeFeo
Grade 11

Grandpa John

Acrylic on Canvas

10”x 8”

NFS

Honorable Mention

This piece is based on a photo I took of my Grandpa John 
standing on his front stoop in Brooklyn on Fathers Day 
2019. I have always wanted to paint this image and after 
he passed away in April due to COVID-19, I felt it was the 
perfect time to create this piece. It is such a quintessential 
representation of an Italian-American man living in 
Brooklyn, standing on his front stoop smoking a cigar with 
the American flag blowing in the breeze next to him. I feel it 
captured his personality all in one shot. When I look at this 
picture I can hear the creak of his door open and a heavy 
Brooklyn accent welcoming me in with a hug and a kiss on 
the cheek. 
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Northport High 
School
Olivia Jaworski                                                                    
Grade 11

Wave

Digital Photograph

26” x 22”

$200

Over quarantine I would go to the beach for hours on end 
to clear my head. While there, I would always look at the 
ocean, specifically the waves crashing on the rocks. Each 
time they made me feel content and very free. This piece 
depicts the feeling of freedom I always felt while at the 
beach.
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Northport High 
School
Ethan Koenig
Grade 11

Emptiness

3D Computer Modeling

20” x 26” 

$200

In this piece, I wanted to evoke the feeling of emptiness. 
I did this by leaving much of the space baron while 
having a main focal point. Many of my pieces have been 
inspired by the beauty of natural shapes which are found 
with the weaving and random nature of vines. With this 
piece, I thought that the best way to invoke the feelings 
of emptiness and loneliness was to use the vines to 
accentuate, but not totally define, the shape of a human 
body. 
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Northport High 
School
Gabriella 
Liberatoscioli
Grade 12

Green: The Color of Nature

Mixed Media

14” x 11”

NFS

The color green always reminds me of nature and the world 
around me. I incorporated an art noveau style to capture the 
organic feeling the color brings me. This is a part in a series 
of color inspired pieces that express how I perceive color in 
my everyday life as a young artist. 
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Northport High 
School
Emma Martensen
Grade 11

Tongue Tied

Acrylic on Canvas

16” x 20”

NFS

Social media has become a key factor in defining how young 
people feel about themselves and others around them. Teens 
suffer from worrying about negative thoughts or actions from 
their peers. This kind of excessive worrying can have a negative 
effect on your life. Overall, it's very hard to be yourself in 
today's world, but not impossible, and I wanted to incorporate 
this in my art. The background of the portrait of the girl painted 
in blue represents her thoughts and her mind.  The blue and 
red ribbons are overlapping the face of the other portrait. 
This is supposed to represent not seeing or caring for other's 
opinions and just blocking it out. 

40



Northport High 
School 
Lindsey Papasian
Grade 12

Collection Inspired by Elie 

Saab

Mixed Media on Paper

16”x20"

NFS

In this collection, I took inspiration from the designs of 
Lebanese fashion designer, Elie Saab. My collection was 
inspired by his ready to wear spring 2020 collection. I 
wanted to embrace some of the colors and silhouettes that 
he used and incorporate and create a collection using those 
details but in my style. I tried to keep the designs looking 
flowy and light like in his collection.
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POB John F. Kennedy 
High School
Jake Barber
Grade 12

Lift

Digital Painting

17.5”x11.5”

NFS

I first became interested in graphic design in middle school 
where I learned the fundamentals of computer graphics. 
I have continued to study different forms of digital art 
in high school and I am looking forward to majoring in 
visual communications in college with the aspirations of 
graduating as a skilled graphic designer. The concentration 
for my AP Studio Art Graphic Design class is cars. I chose this 
topic because of the connection I have with my father for 
the love of all types of cars. The car on the lift caught my eye 
because of its uniqueness, the lines, and the situation itself.
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POB John F. Kennedy 
High School
Hailey Fox
Grade 11

Beautiful Day

Digital Painting

20” x 16”

NFS

The assignment my teacher gave my class was to create 
a piece of art that represents sound, one that you can, in a 
sense, “hear”. I thought about the sounds I enjoy the most. 
I immediately thought of rain and so decided to take a walk 
while it rained in order to have the feeling of it fresh in my 
mind and in order to effectively capture the smell, feel, 
sight, and most importantly, sound of rain. I used the digital 
design program, Procreate, to make this piece. This process 
was very enjoyable as I experimented with different brushes 
and techniques in order to capture the dynamic nature of 
a rainstorm: it’s ability to be intensely turbulent, yet still 
manage to evoke tranquility. Rain is just so beautiful, and I 
hope more people consider taking a walk in it.
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POB John F. Kennedy 
High School
Carly Friedman 
Grade 12

Bubbles in Red

Digital Photograph

20” x 16” 

$100

When people think of bubbles, they think about happiness 
and joy. Since bubbles are typically used for children, this 
art connects the idea of finding happiness through the mind 
of a child. Bubbles in Red was created in order to grasp that 
sense of mindless joy through the use of oil, water, and 
food coloring. I utilized digital photography to capture the 
abstract nature of the bubbles created by the mixing of oil 
and water. My inspiration was to create something beautiful 
that evokes a sense of joy out of mundane objects.
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POB John F. Kennedy 
High School
Alexa Miller
Grade 12

Brooke

Chalk Pastel on Paper

10.5” x 8” 

NFS

My art practice is an integral part of self-expression and 
relaxation, which combines cheerful landscape painting, and 
portraiture to investigate themes of surrealism, playful interaction 
with the seasonal landscape and perception of the surrounding 
environment. Experimentation with this subject matter has 
allowed me to feel connected to my art. Many of the locations 
portrayed are places in which I feel a sense of joy. My artwork 
is made through the processes of painting, drawing, and some 
sculpture work, in media ranging from acrylic paint and colored 
pencil, to oil pastels and graphite. I want to explore using my art 
to incorporate my artistic skills into a career that would coalesce 
with my professional life in a way that I have yet to discover. My 
art piece comprises an image of my mother’s vintage jewelry 
being displayed on my younger sister. I was inspired to portray 
the physical sense of vintage objects, and wanted to display them 
on a figure. The hair clips displayed on my sister’s blonde hair 
represent a modern take on the fashion sense of decades past, 
defined specifically as similar to the aesthetics of the pop culture 
of the 1950s. I created this piece in chalk pastel, which allowed 
me to emphasize the highlights of my sister’s hair, and show the 
different tonal values of the color itself.
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POB John F. Kennedy 
High School
Ellyn Park
Grade 12

Pop Fashion

Marker on Paper

14” x 17” 

NFS

In this piece, I wanted to explore thematic product 
placement for fashion advertisements. All the accessories 
are based on the Pop Art concept so I used vibrant colors, 
vintage styles, and comic book texts to achieve this 
successfully — I made sure to implement graphic art 
through the face on the purse and the flames on the heels, 
and I brought in common symbols seen in comics such as 
teardrops, lightning bolts, and explosions. There was also 
the challenging task of figuring out a complex but effective 
layout to create an interesting way to show off each design. 
I used markers (both matte and metallic) to deliver the 
saturated palette and it helped me achieve the proper 
textures for some of the fabrics such as the lamination of 
the hat’s bow and the ripples of the bracelets.
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POB John F. Kennedy 
High School
Gabriella Sorgie
Grade 11

Cubism in Fashion

Mixed Media

16” x 18”

NFS

To me, fashion includes being inspired by the past and 
reinventing it to create something different and beautiful 
for the present. This inspiration can come from anything 
from a flower to an important event in history. This design 
was inspired by Cubism, an early 20th-century style and 
movement in art. In this movement, perspective with a single 
viewpoint was abandoned and use was made of simple 
geometric shapes, interlocking planes, and, later, collage. 
My design was created using simple flat geometric shapes 
combined to form a one-of-a-kind garment. The stiff material 
of the dress demonstrates the stiffness and rigidness of the 
geometric shapes. I incorporated bright colors to give it an 
extra flare and modern twist. The geometric nature of the 
design is what gives it the uniqueness and boldness that the 
Cubism Movement represents.
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POB John F. Kennedy 
High School
Hephzibah Yoo
Grade 12

Calm After the Storm

Digital Painting

8.5” x 11”

NFS

Hephzibah Yoo is a senior at Plainview- Old Bethpage High 
school. Her piece, "Calm After the Storm", was inspired by 
her visit to Cold Spring Harbor moments after the rain had 
stopped. She tried to capture the essence of the tranquil 
environment after the pouring rain by showcasing the still 
wet wood chips and trees, as well as the boat, rusted by 
wind and water. Her use of the digital platform to create 
this rendition allowed her to use a variety of mark-making 
techniques and focus on the idea of these contrasting 
textures.
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Walt Whitman High 
School
Carlos Alfaro
Grade 12

The Sound

Mixed Media

12” x 9”

$150

I titled this piece The Sound because it represents hearing 
and being fully engaged and present. The ability to hear is 
an important sense that allows us to connect with the world, 
nature, and daily life. Giving our full attention to others and 
communicating through listening is very important to our 
understanding.  As an artist, I communicate through realistic 
images. My inspiration lies in highlighting the importance of 
listening and paying attention more fully. By concentrating 
our attention on our teachers, for example, we can improve 
and understand the subject we are learning. In this piece, I 
used a neutral palette of black and white, but added some 
peach for warmth and visual interest.
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Walt Whitman High 
School
Nicholas Campanelli 
Grade 11

The Knot

Digital Photograph

19” x 25”

$75 (unframed)

This photograph of the knot resembles how tight and 
twisted life can get sometimes, and how we have to keep 
climbing up.
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Walt Whitman High 
School
Daniella Padinha
Grade 12

Your Move

Digital Photograph

19” x 25”

$200 (unframed)

My name is Daniella Padinha and I am a senior at Walt 
Whitman High School. This is my first year having the 
time to take a photography class but my whole life I have 
always loved taking pictures. My goal as a photographer is 
to capture moments in time that tell a story. My piece “Your 
Move” was inspired by my love of chess that influenced me 
to think about what comes next. 
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Walt Whitman High 
School
Ashlin Hanley
Grade 12

Still Life with Paint 

Brushes

Oil on Canvas

24”x 20”

NFS

Going into my first oil painting, a still life, I was unsure what 
to expect but I was very eager to try the new medium. I 
used this painting as an opportunity to experiment with the 
oil paint and it’s qualities which was a learning experience 
on its own. There was a lot of problem solving and I had to 
use techniques I had never done before. I found that the 
slow drying nature of oil paint was both a challenge to get 
adjusted to and also an advantage. It allowed me to easily 
blend colors together to achieve a smoothly rendered 
surface that I have obtained with colored pencil. I was drawn 
to painting this white sheet because the cool shadows and 
warm highlights contrasted and complemented each other. 
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Walt Whitman High 
School
Jessica Mangels
Grade 12

Dancing in the Rain

Digital Photograph

25” x 19”

$200 (unframed)

On a walk around our school after a rainy day, I took this 
photograph on the tennis court as a friend walked past a 
small puddle. I wanted to capture the reflection of the sky 
and some trees above the puddle, and I liked how the red of 
the tennis court really popped out on such a gloomy day. I 
also liked how the converse made such a statement against 
the red color and the reflection. 

57



Walt Whitman High 
School
Paul Smitelli
Grade 12

Nature's Floor

Oil Pastel

20” x 12.5”

$1,000

Nature’s Floor represents the beauty of all aspects of 
nature, even decomposition. While the floor may seem 
like the most unfavorable part of nature, it has some of 
the most interesting colors and textures and receives far 
less appreciation than it should. The inspiration for this 
piece was looking deeper into neglected areas of nature to 
acquire a deeper understanding.
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JOURNEY 

OUR MISSION

The Huntington Arts Council 
enriches the quality of life of 
Long Islanders with programs 
and services that address the 
needs and interests of artists, 
cultural organizations and the 
community.
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